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Licensing and Appeals Committee 
 

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday, 7 June 2021 
 
Present: Councillor Ludford – in the Chair 
 
Councillors: Grimshaw, Andrews, Chambers, Connolly, Evans, Flanagan, Hewitson, 
Hughes, Lynch, McHale and Reid  
 
Apologies: Councillor Jeavons 
 
LAP/21/3 Minutes  
 
The minutes of the meeting held on 8 March 2021 were submitted for approval. 
 
Decision 
 
To approve as a correct record the Minutes of the Licensing Committee meeting held 
on 8 March 2021. 
 
LAP/21/4 Minimum Licensing Standards – Consultation Findings 
 
The Committee considered the report of the Director of Planning, Building Control 
and Licensing regarding an update on the Minimum Licensing Standards (MLS) 
project, which included a summary of consultation responses from the public and taxi 
trade. 
 
The Licensing Unit Manager presented information from the report outlining how the 
public and taxi trade had responded to various aspects of the consultation which was 
made across Greater Manchester’s 10 local authorities. 
 
Responding to a question from a Committee member, the Licensing Unit Manager 
confirmed that Members would be provided with further reports on the consultation 
findings, with more detail on Manchester specific responses. 
 
Responding to questions from a Committee member, the Licensing Unit Manager 
confirmed that the consultation could probably have taken place sooner but for the 
fact that the project was linked to the Clean Air Plan as there was a crucial link on 
vehicles, adding that the COVID19 pandemic further delayed the matter. The 
Licensing Unit Manager then confirmed that a £20million fund was to be made 
available to support vehicle upgrades and that this is due to commence towards the 
close of this calendar year. 
 
Responding to a question from a Committee member, the Licensing Unit Manager 
confirmed that her understanding was that the aforementioned £20million was to be 
delivered by way of a grant scheme, and not a loan (although those grants may then 
be used towards special loans that are being devised as part of the overall Clean 
Taxi Fund Scheme) and that concerns of licensed drivers regarding extra charges 
have been fed back to TfGM. 
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Responding to questions from a Committee member, the Licensing Unit Manager 
confirmed that fee setting was not yet finalised, that the target dates for the Clean Air 
Plan were informed by the Government and could therefore not be altered, and that 
there had been a low percentage of feedback from the taxi trade to the consultation. 
 
Responding to a final question from a Committee member, the Licensing Unit 
Manager stated that drug and alcohol testing for licensed drivers was supported in 
principle in the consultation findings, adding that the detail on implementation was to 
be determined and would need to be cost effective. 
 
Decision 
 
To note the report. 


